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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Ms. Marilyn Smith Dawkins on July 21, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In The Claims 
Claims 2, 9, 11-13 have been canceled. 
Claims 16-17 are amended. 

In claim 16, pages 7-8, lines 9-12: 
Lines 9-12 have been changed to read as follows: 

-means responsive to said associating a conditional state selected by the buyer 
with a displayed first item, wherein the selected conditional state is indicative of the 
buyer desiring to purchase the first item from the first merchant if a previous committed 
transaction which bought a previous item from a second merchant can be canceled :-- 

In claim 17, pages 8-9, lines 10-13: 
Lines 10-13 have been changed to read as follows: 

~ means responsive to said associating a conditional state selected by the buyer 
with a displayed first item, wherein the selected conditional state is indicative of the 
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buyer desiring to purchase the first item from the first merchant if a previous committed 
transaction which bought a previous item from a second merchant can be canceled:--. 

Examiner's Comments 

New corrected drawings are required in this application because Figure 1 
contains improper shading and Figures 2 through 6 contains improper hand written text, 
which may affect clarity when reproduced. Applicant is advised to employ the services 
of a competent patent draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office no longer prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
requirement for corrected drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Regarding claim 17, Examiner records the claim is interpreted to recite a 
computer-executable instructions embedded in a computer-usable medium. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claim 1 

The prior art of record neither anticipates nor fairly and reasonably teach a 
method of carrying out, over a communication network of interconnecting computers, 
electronic transactions between a plurality of merchants using at least one server 
computer and at least one buyer using a client computer, comprising, inter alia: sending 
an electronic communication to the second merchant from the first merchant to cancel 
the previous committed transaction (see claim 1). 
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The most closely applicable prior art of record is referred to in the Office Action 
mailed on December 31, 2003 as Japan Patent No. 1 1-154176 to Okada et al. Okada et 
al. discloses similar functionality to that of the instant invention, however, Okada is silent 
to sending an electronic communication to the second merchant from the first merchant 
to cancel the previous committed transaction . Okada discloses a state corresponding to 
the state of purchasing or canceling goods in a basket (paragraph 16). Furthermore, 
Okada teaches "data of goods which user reserves till then are displayed on the screen, 
the data transmitted to basket control by designating purchasing, cancellation or and 
suspension with respect to each item" (paragraph 47). However, Okada et al. fails to 
anticipate or fairly and reasonably teach the specificity required in meeting the 
limitations of the claims regarding the sending of an electronic communication to the 
second merchant from the first merchant to cancel the previous committed transaction. 

Fergerson et al. neither anticipates or fairly and reasonable teaches a method of 
sending an electronic communication to the second merchant from the first merchant to 
cancel the previous committed transaction. Moreover, Ferguson's disclosure teaches 
away from a cancellation of a previous transaction from a first merchant to a second 
merchant. This is because Fergerson's method is disclosed, instead, to allow the user 
(buyer) to modify the items selected for purchase during checkout or in review order 
processing (col. 10, lines 1-2 and col. 10, lines 6-7). The user may modify the selection 
data while shopping at any merchant (col. 10, lines 4-5). Furthermore, the user may 
choose to see, edit, and delete items previously selected regardless of which merchant 
computer the user is currently accessing (col. 2, lines 38-41). 
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Newly cited article "Clean air, clear market: making emissions trading work; the 
role of a computer-assisted auction" discloses a computer-assisted auction where 
buyers and sellers submit sealed bids and offers, prior to a specified auction date. 
Participants can submit multiple orders and may also specify constraints to limit the 
execution of their orders (page 2). An "only if constraint can be used to ensure that 
one order is executed only if another is also (page 2). This article fails to anticipate or 
fairly and reasonable teach a method in sending an electronic communication to the 
second merchant from the first merchant to cancel the previous committed transaction. 

Claim 15 similarly recites a method comprising, inter alia, sending an electronic 
communication to the second merchant from the first merchant to cancel the previous 
committed transaction . This method is allowable over the prior art of record for reasons 
consistent with those identified above with respect to claim 1 . 

Claims 16-17 recite a system and computer program claims, each comprising, 
inter alia, means for sending an electronic communication to the second merchant from 
the first merchant to cancel the previous committed transaction . These system and 
computer program claims are allowable over the prior art of record for reasons 
consistent with those identified above with respect to claim 1 . 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



